- In the nams of the “rﬂﬂidunt of the Unitﬂd otates,
the Commander in Chief, United States Pacifle Fleoat,
takas plaaauru in prnnntin.q; the DI.-TIIEHIEEEH FI.!I":} |
CRCSS to | | nt o

Tre | EEEGHB LISUTRNART WILLIAM V. ﬂaenna. mm:r SPATIS
; IARINE CONPS" RESERVE - A

.rnr Enr1inﬂ as uat.farth.in ha.rnlluﬂing-i--h
CITATION: | | e

 eToy u:traurdinﬂry dchievement whlla partinipntins
in ag.aerial flight as a pilot in Marine Filghting
Squadron THC Thagii=-UNE, durinsg the Battle of Lidway
Islands uﬁfFEE_”I“IE%E‘ finfle ‘in combat with
Jdapanese airur!rt vastly superior in numbers, he .
faarlasslﬂ'prﬂﬂﬁaﬂ.hamﬂ hiﬂ attack, thereby seéricus-
ly dlsrupting the plans of the: an ﬁmy lessenihs the -
- effeotlveness ‘of thelr Bttack, and nun!rlbutlnﬂ
gredtly to their dsfsat, . Eiﬂ coudust throughout was
in keaping with the hiqhﬂﬂt trﬂﬂitiaun of thu narﬂl
Eurviaﬂ._ | Y : . . _ | .

| | | | =% : ol | E Ti}"-l- :‘PJIT:-I :
-' | Aﬂﬁllrll. U, 5. Havy.

Classified Oltation.




From:

Subject:

Heferences:

orized to wear

r

MARINE AIR SUPPORT GROUP 5 > .
c/o FLEET POST OFFICE,
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIAs i

15 November, 1945.

/
Commanding Officer. j

Major Villiam V. BROOKS, (08050), USMCR(NAVC).
Ribbons and Medals, authorization for.

(a) NDGO #207.

(b) ComInCh Serial 5305, of 30 June 19L5 published as
45=712 ND Bulletin of 30 June 1945.

(c) ALNAV 351-L5.

(d) ALNAV 352-45.

{E) NDGO #194L.

In accordance with the above references, you are auth-
the following decorations.

Aslatic-Pacific Area Campaign Ribbon and Medal.
American Area Campaign Ribbon and Medal.
Torld Viar Two Victory Ribbon and Medal.
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From:
To!
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Sub ject:

Reference:

Inclosure:

l'

nished that you are entlfled to the EHEFd of the furple R

“JUN15 1943

Thﬂ'ﬂnmmﬂnﬂant,-ﬂ. J. Jarine ﬁarns. |
Captein ¥William V. oks, USMCR., Marine |
Barracks, Haval alr Etatinn, Gnrpuﬂ Christi,

Texes.

Tre Commanding Officer.

'Infnrmatipn concerning the Purple Heart.

(a) Your ltr. to the CO, ¥3, NAS, dated
0-24-43 wlth indorsement thereon.

1.

In reoly to reference (a), Informatlon is fur-

and -are autioorlzed to wear the inclosed Furple Heart ribbon

bar, lnasmuch &2 you were wound=d in actlon against the enemy

4 June 19242. It 18 noft known when the medals will be ready

on
for dletrlbution, however, your name has been placed on file
nending receipt of the medals.

_— @2 S s o

JOHN DIXOR
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SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE
OF THE UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET

|5l A

In & h
he name of the President of the United Jtates, the Commander

South Pacific Area and S
- outh Paci : - & ;
Ing the AIR MEDAL TO: \eillc Force, takes pleasure in present-

SLCOID LIEUTENANT WILLIAM V. BROOKS
UNITED STATES MAIIHE CORPS RISSRVE

for service as set forth in the Ffollowing:

CITATION:

"FFor meritorious achievement while participating in an aerial

combat against the enemy in the British cclomon Ixlands,

Lisutenant Brooks has participated in st least twenty combat

{lights and has® been a member of = 11ight which has nade
contact with the enemy thirteen times. O0On October 1;‘_'@112
alter a hectie thirty-six hours of bombing ahd Eh:-:‘lli;'l:'
Lieutenant Brool:s was a member of a fl1irht that made r:r':?tj'ﬁtaﬁt
wlth an enemy force that was numericallgf 511*11311:}.::; b fiv_e |

0 one. Dwrins the ensulng combat Lieu%enant Drooks dsstro—ad
one enemy bornber and possibly another. Tnaddition on )
cepltember 2'3, 1942, Seocond Lieutenant Brosks clﬁstrc-:rﬂ-' one
enemy bombelr. for a total of two and poss ibly three enery
aircraft,” ' )

V. Py HALSEY,
Admiral, U, 8, Navy.

Temporary citatlon.




ia thE'nAMn“nr{ﬁhﬂ Fraiiannt;uf'ths Unitad Statss,
the Commander in Chlef, United States Paglific Fleet,
takos pleasure in presenting ths DISTINCUISHID FLIIND -
G,FLDEE} t-ﬁ " r e i I ) 3 Ty . s % 4

| GICOND LIZUTSWAMT WIILIAM V, BROUK3,:UNITED STATES
. HARINE CORPS KESELRVE. ~ - ~.. B

for service as set fortk in-the followlng

CITATION:

nPoar gxtracrdinary achievemont while partlicipatiag
"4n an serial flizht a2 2 pilet in larine Flghting
SauatTon ees, during the Zatile of lidwny Islands
on Jung 4, 1942, Vhils in cemdat wlth Japaneso
aireraft, wastly supsrior in numbers, be fearless-
1y presced home lls attacic, thereby serigusly dls-
" punsing the plansg of the ensay, losesning the
effsotivondss of thelr attack, and eontributing
creatly to thelr defeat. Fls conduglt throushout.
- was-in keepiny witk the highest traditiocs of the
" naval service.® Sl o st

C. ¥. HDAITZ,
ﬂdﬂi-rﬂli Ue S4 FATY .

llon=-Clasgified Cltaticn,
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After Action Report of Second Lieutenant William V. Brooks,

VMEF 221, June 4, 1942 (Battle of Midway)

| was pilot of F2A-3, Bureau number 01523, Our division under Capt. Armistead was on
standby duty at the end of the runway on the morning of June 4, 1942, from 0415 until 0615.

At about 0600, the alarm sounded and we took off. My division climbed rapidly, and | was
having a hard time keeping up. | discovered afterwards that although my wheels indicator
and hydraulic pressure indicator both registered “wheels up”, they were in reality about 1/3

of the way down. We sighted the enemy at about 14,000 feet, | would say that there were 40

to 50 planes. At this time Lt. Sandoval was also dropping back. My radio was at this time
putting out no volume, so | could not get the message from Zed. At 17,000 feet, Capt.

Armistead led the attack followed closely by Capt. Humberd. They went down the left of the
Vee , leaving two planes burning. Lt. Sandoval went down the right side of the formation and

| followed. One of us got a plane from the right side of the Vee. At this time, | had completely
lost sight of my division. As | started to pull up for another run on the bombers, | was attacked

by two fighters. Because my wheels being jammed 1/3 way down, | could not out dive these
planes, but managed to dodge them and fire a burst or so into them as they went past me
and as | headed for the water. As I circled the island, the anti-aircraft fire drove them away.

My tabs, instruments and cockpit were shot up to quite an extent at this time and | was
intending to come in for a landing.

It was at this time that | noticed that a important feature in their fighting. | saw two planes
dog-fighting over in the east, and decided to go help my friend if at all possible. My plane was
working very poorly, and my climb was slow. As | neared the fight both planes turned on me.
It was then that | realized | had been tricked in a sham battle put on by two Japs and | failed

to recognize this because of the sun in my eyes. Then | say | was out-numbered, | turned and
made a fast retreat for the island, collecting a goodly number of bullets on the way. After one

of these planes had been shaken, | managed to get a good burst into another as we passed
head-on when | turned into him. | don’t believe this ship could have gotten back to his carrier,
because he immediately turned away and started north and down. | again decided to land,
but as | circled the island | saw two Japs on a Brewster. Three of my guns were jammed, but |
cut across the island, firing as | went with one gun. But | could not get there in time to help
the American flier and as soon as the Brewster had gone into the water | came in for a

landing at approximately 0715 (estimated).
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-~ INACTIVE
RECORD OF .EHQQHE_.---H_l_l-.ll.ﬁln._.‘Ilnﬂﬂ_nfﬂﬁ.fa_

Date and place of birth . December 19, 1918 - Bareda, Nebraska.

Usual residence ... .. Blgelow, Missowrd. . .
Ned of kin _____ . Fetheq ~—-Eamett--Brooks - same gddress.~Mother: Eliz

B e w8 o ————

v Sesanonin” T
HE,{JLE or 'IIHIITT‘WIIE Married -Eiﬂglﬁ.:JEnE._-E....Er_DﬂkE, Unlﬂﬂ,---ﬂehnsss.ka,...._.--,,...,,?EE.._E__'___
Priorservice .. ____Enl, USMCR: 4-1-41 to 6-9-41. e e |
Appointed from —_________ MISSOURT. .. ...

Appolnted an Aviation Cadet in the Marine Corps Reserve with
rank from 12 May 1941, No. 32. Assigned to VMCR.

Accepted appolntment and executed cath of office form on
10 June 1941, at Naval Reserve Aviatlon Base, Kansas Clty, Kansas.

10 June 1941 assigned to sctive duty, and -ordered to

MARINE BARRACKS, NAVAL AIR STAT ION, CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS
JUN. 1941l: 12, dJdoined; 13 to 30, “Btudent.
JUL. 1941l: Student.
AUG. 19241: tudent.
SEF. 194)l: Student.
OCT., 1941: BStudent.
NOV. 1%41l: BStudent.
DEC. 19Lh1: Student.

JAN. 1942: Student,

. . Y I I I D I U T e e — P Sk
_— 49 om0 O T .- _— e o s

Appointed & Second Lieutenant in the Marine Corps Reserve with
ranX from October 16, 1941, commiesion dated February 10, 1942,

Accepted appolntment and executed oath of office form on
February 19, 1942, at Corpue Christl, Texas.
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N.M.C. B43<A A, Al f g ) HGT reseprve -
RECORD OF.-.....ERQCK ..'e-[ll_ll,?m..ly.-----,,!.?.E..ﬁgﬁ..m,qm CORPS SHEET e B
MARLT E BARRACKS, NAVAL AIR STATICN, CORPUS CHRISTI,TEXAS (Contlnued)

FEE, 1942: 1-18, Student.
19, deteched to

{ARINE BARRACKS, NAVAL AIR STATICN, SN DIEGC, CALIF,

MAR., 142! 13, Joined Hesdquarters Squadron ZdMAW, FHE; 27Feb-1SMeren 47
on leave 3-20, Souadron Cfficer; 21-41, STAD, Acvancec

GErTIEF#%raining Group, Foset.

Appointed a NAVAL AVIATCR (Hesvlier-than-Alr), end detalled tTo du?y in-
volving actusl flving in and contrcl of aircraft, from and incluclng

15 Feorusrv, 124%,

APR, 13<%Z: NA. Special Temporary Aviation Duty , Advanced Carrler Traln-
ing Group, Post.

MAY. 1942: NA. 1, only, Specisl Temnorary Aviation luty, Adv§nceﬂ‘ﬂerriﬁr
Training Group, Post; 2-7, Squecdron Yfficer; &€, detached to

SECCND MARINE 4IE WING, FMF, OAHU, T. H.

A m

USS J FRANKLIKN BELL snd 9, salied from San Francisco, Callf,
17, srrived 2nd disembsrked st NYd, Pearl Rerbor, T. E.
Avistor. 17-20, Saquacron Officer awsiting transportetlon, Zl,

det=ched To

17, Jolned H&SS-21, MAG-21, 24 MAW, FMF, 8, embsrked sboard

SECOND MARINE AIRCRAFT WING, FMF, MIDWAY ISLAXDS

26, Joined VMF-221, MAG-22; 22, embrrkec eboesrd USS KITTX
HAWK and sellec from NYa, Pesrl Harbor, T. H. 26, arrlved em |

disemovsrked this statlon, 26-31, Sgusdron VYIflcer. NA, I

JUNE 1942: NA, 1-30, Aest. Ordnence and Aset, Gunnery OUfficer. (For
further remarks see confidentisl files. Footnotes I and E,)
NI"-Suetsined shrepnel wounds in the left leg while engsaged 1in
gerizl combzt vith Jan serliasl forces. at or soout 6:30 A, M.
June 4, 42, In line of duty, GO 20, does not apply,
See Yootnote "F", of H&SS-22, MAG-27, in confidential files,
"FH-23-P4, temvorsrily sttached from VMF-£221, MAG-Z2Z, enroute,
5, to VMF-221, vie Government Conveyence, "BE'"- STAD with

Wi

MAG=Z1, vla alr Transeportatlon,

JULY 1942: NA, (See footnote D in confidentisl files)

o

detached to

SECCND MARINE AIRCRAFT WINT, FMF, % FPostmpéter, San Francisen, Cnlif. |

1, Jolned VMP-223, MAG-23, NA, Communlcstlons OIflcer;

Custodian of Confidentisl Publicstions,



SECCND MARINE AIRCRAFT WING, FMF, (# Poetmsster, S=n Fresnciecé, Calif. )
(VMF-223 MAG-23)

AUG, 194%z: 1, Joinec VMF-ZL4, MAG-ZS. Asslstent Lommunication snd Radlc
Officer. (See footnotes “J" and "M" 1in confidentlal flles.)
£ August 42, MAG-23, transflferren T

- 3

FIRST MARINE ATR.BRAFT WING, FMF, (% Postmester, o:n Frencisco, CLalif.)
: I'i'F.".E'-I_' - ' i:';;'i.l-.:'-:hl_ . }
SEP, 1942: NA, Assietant Communicstione and hadio Cfilcer,.
1,1€, 20 and 26, psrticipsted in ccmbat palrol OVer enemy
territory. l4 & 28, participnated in =seriel combat wlth enemy.

Awarced the DISTINGUISHED FLYING CECSS and Gitatlion "for
extraordinary schievement while varticipnting in serlial
flight ss a pllot in a Marine Flghting Squadron 1n acticn
serinet enemy Japanese Torcee, durlng the Battle of Mldway,

gune <, 1242, "

Precented . (See case for complete citatior

= FEeserve 1
entember 1247,
© October. 1b4Z,

Aopointed a 1lst LIEUTENANT in the Morine Corry
Cotocer 1942, (TEMPCORARY) with rank from o0 S
o . 243, Acknowledged receipt of commisslon 1
OCT. 1v4g: NA, 1-15, Assi=tant Bommunlcations and hadio Of1lcer.
16=-31, Special Temporery Aviation Dutly to continental U, 3,
via Alr trensportetion. Date af depsrture and srrival unﬂn;zw

27, detached to,
MARINE AI-CRAFT WINGS, PACIFIC, FWF, NAS, SAN DIEGC, CALIF, |

NOV., 194£: 3, Joined Alr Regulating Squscron,-3. Service Group, NA.
o4 Cetober to 28 October awsiting transportntlion, l4cth
Nsval District, Pearl Harbor, T. -. 27 Cctober embarked end
sailed therefrom via APV-2: 3, arrived cand dlsemcarxked at
Szn Francisco, “alif, 12, detached to

MARINE BARRACKS, NAVAL AIR STATION, CORZUS CHRISTI, TEXAS
DEC, 194¢2:

9, Joilned Aviation Detschment,
A, 21 November to 1E December 43, delpy enroute,
_._-_____...—l—l—._.—u-l——.-.-..__.._.,__,-.__ ; et - -

— - m——

1
N

JAN., 1943: NA, 3, recelved Diﬁtinguiahed Flying Cross with cltation
for participation in the battle of Midway 4June 194Z,

FER, 1943: NA.
‘MAR 1543 Ng puANer

“APR 42 Mg CwaNef

©
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JAN TLD MAh APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL

APR., 1944: NA; 24, detached to

USMCAS, CHEREY POINT NORTH CAROLINA
(ARS-9 (9 thMAW) FMF)

APR, 1944:; 30, Joined; NA;- 30 only, awaiting assignment.
MAY 1944: 1-5, NA: 6, detached to

POLLOKSVILLE FIELD, NEW BERN, NORTH CAROLINA
(VMF-512,HAG-51(9thMAYW) FMF)

MAY 1944: £, Jolned:; 6-3l, Executive Officer.
Appointed a Major in the Marine Corps Heserve on 1 June 1944
(TEMPORARY) with rank from 28 January 1944, No. 59.
Acknowledged recelnt of commlission 20 June 1944,

JUN, 1044: NA; 1-30, Executive Officer.

JUL, 1944: 1-2, Executive Officer; 3-13, Special Temporary Aviation

duty at Naval Auxiliary Ailr Fleld, Boaca Chica, Florida;
14-31, Executive Officer: NA,

AUG, 1944: NA; 1-31, Executive Officer.

MARINE FLEET AIR, WEST COAST (Eff 10Sent44)

(VMF'-212, MAG-321, 9thMAW, FMF, MCAZ, licieve,; Callf)

SEP. 19244: HNA:; 1-30, Executive Offlcer; o, Drganizatiﬂn departed vis
Squadron Planes, Alr Transportatlion and Rall; 10, arrived

MCAS, Mojave, Calif.

Te 1944: NA: 1l-31, Executive Officer,
- (ViF {ﬂvé)alz, MASG-51, USMCAS) (Designation change lllov4d4)

Nov. 1944: NA: 1, Executive Officer; 2, Detached to
4 £ E -

-=

(£33,-21, M.3SG=51, Uskors, Nojuve, Selirfcrnis) (SNovad,nesdig)

4, Jeinsd; MNAVS; 4-20, Squadron Commanding Qlfficer.

zmg; 1944: NAYC. 1-20, Squadron Commanding Officer. 21-3l1, Leare.
/ e e
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#flﬁﬂifl“_____ . . INHCTIVE HES‘ " RES RVE—

MAYMC BaZSA-DP

BOCKS, illiam V,
RECORD OF .. 20LCKD, illian V. . MARINE CORPS  carb #l  oF.

I:ARINE FLEET AIR, WE T CAST
(HoS0-51, 1TASG-51, USICAS, "o ’'ave, Californial.

JAN. 1945: IAVC: 1-4, Leavej 5-14, Sguadron Commonding Officer;
153 -qetacr to,
".-':__.:'_-__—--"-'
.
. (VI'F(CV5)514-1145G-51, ' EliCAS, | ohave, Calil. )

15, joinedj; MAVC; 15-31, Executive Officer.

FEB. 1945: NAVC: Excutive Cificer,.
MAR. 1945: NAVC:; Executive Officer,
liﬁ. i94j: IAVC; Executive COfficer.

MAY. 19453 NAVC; Executive Officer,
e (ViIF-514, USES SLLERNC BAY, (CVE-110) (effective 20June 1545)

JUN. 1945: NAVC; Executive Of ficer; 27, embarked aboard the oo
A% SALERNO EAY (CVE-110) for duty.

JUL. ié#ﬁ: TAVC: 1-27, Executive Officer; 2¢-31, Commanding foigﬁr.
14-31 speclal temporary duty at kiarine Corps A1r otallon

/¢ _ = 8unta Barbsra (Goleta), “alifornia.
_.J___‘_.___...--' p

AUG. 1945: NAVC3; Commanding Orficer; 1-11, Special Temporary Avi-
ation Duty, at Marine Corps Air Station, Santa Barbara
= (Gol=ta) Califernia.

ATRCRAFT, FLEET KA RO o PACIFIC. (24Aug45, Desigration Changed)
(]I?:Il?—ﬁ'l.-ﬁr ) 3‘:'“.“" i

(VMF-514, MASG-43, 3rd MAW) (8Sen45, Designatlion Changzed)

SEP. 19405: AVC: Commanding Officer; 1, at sea; 2-5, berthed &t Furd
lgs1and, Pearl Rarbor, T.H.; 6-19, underway enrouté buciner
5.y, Okinawa Shima; 20-24, berthed at Buckner say, Oklaawa
AV Shima; 25-26, berthed &t Hagushi Wan, Okinawa 5Shimz; o
at sea and return; 28-30, at sea. e /

T, 1945: NAVC: l1l-22, Commanding Uff'icepr; 2Z-31l, Speciesl Tenmporary

Aviatiopn Duty at “ainan; 1-7, berithed at HagushiWan, CKinawa

1 Shima, 8~11l, a.seg; l2-1lZ, berthed at Hagushui Wan, Qkinawa,
Shima; 14-22, at se:; 23-31, berthe . at Saipem, #arianac
Islands

B R s
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ATRCPAFT, FLETT MARINE FORCES, PACIFIC ..
(HHF'E;]."-:', I'fmh_:'ﬂ-dﬂ-:. Edll.:ﬂ?lr} fl!:IT]'.-.]‘r_,r: Das Lﬂ[:hf:,j"'l

NOV. 1945: NAVC; 1-4, 7-15, special temporary aviation duty at Saipan;
5-6 and 16-30, Commanding Officer; 9-6, at sea; 16, underway
enroute Arote Harbor, Guam, Mariznas Islands; 17, berthed

at Arote Harbor, Guam, Marianas Islands; 18-24, underway en-
route Ford Islsnd, Pearl Harbor, T.H.j; 25-27, berthed at
Ford Island, Pearl Hartor, T.H.; 28-30, underway enroute

San Diego, California.

MARINE--FLEET AIR , "EST COAST ((Effective: @8Nowvdp)

| © {mmr-514 4Fp0 cun Prancisoo, Culif)(4Decd6b Tifective

DEC. 1945: HNAVC; 1-8, Commanding Officer; 1l=-3, sboard USS SALTRNO B.Y

/R (CVE-110) enroute to San Diego, Calif; 4, arrived and
disembarked at Naval Air Station, North Islend, San Diego,
Calif; 5-8, at San Diego, Calif; 9, detached to

(\RINE AIR WEST COAST 20Decd5Iff) |
(Ha"c ,Pe rsGp,iC .0 ,iramar,“anDeigo~c1if)

8, Joined; NA; l:z, PYetached to

(ARTNE BARSACKS U,S. NAVAL TRAINING CENTER, GREAT LAKES, ILL.

g A fﬁqmtﬂffﬂﬂi 'Z._F'a-- , ,.,;} MCHD Piear a ur / _,
DEC.1945: 30, Joined; 22-30Dec45, on leavej; 30-31, “etachment Officer;

JAN. 1946 1-6, -Detachment 0fficer; 7, detached to home awalting
relief from active dutv:8,travels 9Jan-5Mar, leave; 6 =zr,
relieved from active duty and assigned to

- 7 i_..j-'rl i Bt L B Rl N ™ L - T

AVIATION ONIT? NINTIH RESELVE DISTRICT.

MAR, 194€: 7, Jjoined.

A-vplinted = Yo jor in The YMarine Corpe RPegerve (permenent) wifth
ran from 28 January 1944, cromlesion dated 12 Aucust 1948, Accentagd

appointment and exXecuted o=sth of offlece 10 Sentember 1044,




From: Ggmmandant of the Marine Corps
To: Lieutenant Colonel William V. BROOKS, USHMCRY08050

Via: Director, Ninth Marine Corps Reserve and Recruitment
District

Subj: Acceptance of resignation

Ref': (a) LtCol Brooks 1ltr of 21 Jan 1955 to Secliav
(b) Parasraph 10200 MCM 1949
(c) SecNav ltr of 29 Sep 1952 to CMC and JAG Subj:
Report of Marine Corps Reserve Policy Board -
1952, final action on (Topic #4)

Encl: (1) Certificate of discharge

l. By direction of the President, your resignation from the
Marine Corps Reserve, reference (a), is hereby accepted, ef-
fective 15 February 1955, in accordance with the provisions

of reference (ec).

2. Upon separation irom the Marine Corps your service record
reveals that you are entitled to an Honorable Discharge, the
highest type discharge awarded, a certificate of which is en-
closed herewith.

3. A review of your record indicates a most commendable per-
formance of duty on your part. The Marine Corps is greatly
indebted to officers of your caliber who have through their
efforts so materially assisted in carrying out the missions
of the Corps. The Commandant wishes to take this occasion
to express his appreciation of your service.

B. LIDYARD
By direction
Copy to: »
Dir MarCorps Hes _ﬂJ ‘?H
: rd &
v CLEARED FOR il - 7 ﬂﬁ
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